
 
     November 25, 2019 
 
 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Indiana High School Baseball Coaches Association has released its 
Hall of Fame class for 2020. The induction ceremonies will be held 
Friday January 17, 2020 at the Sheraton at Keystone at the Crossing in 
Indianapolis, IN. This event will be part of the 3-day IHSBCA state 
clinic (January 16 – 18) and information is available at www.ihsbca.org 
Banquet tickets are $45 and available by contacting HOF Chairman Jeff 
McKeon at 317-445-9899 or jmckeon@plainfield.k12.in.us 

This year’s class includes two coaches, Tony Uggen – Northfield HS / 
Blackford HS and Scott Upp – LaPorte HS; one player, Clint Barmes – 
Vincennes; one contributor / coach, Brian Abbott; and the Veterans 
Committee nominee – George Cuppy, Logansport. 

Tony Uggen graduated from Blackford High School and Taylor 
University where he played baseball. He completed his Master’s Degree 
in Secondary Education at IPFW and earned his K-12 principal’s license 
through Indiana Wesleyan. 
  
He spent his first 20 years at the helm at Northfield. His Norsemen had a 
long run of success winning 20+ games in 12 of his 20 years there and 
garnered 13 conference titles, 7 sectional titles (8 overall), 4 regionals, 2 
semi-states, and reached the final four 4 times. The Norse won 2A state 
titles in ‘01 and ’12 and were 2A state runners-up in ‘13.  

After the '13 season, he accepted the challenge of rebuilding the program 
at his alma mater. His ’14 Bruins finished 14-14 to end the eight-year 
losing streak. His ’17 Bruins, 17-13, recorded the program’s first 
winning season since ’05 and won the school’s only sectional title in any 
sport since ’09. His ’19 Bruins finished 19-11. 
 
Coach Uggen’s teams have compiled a 476-277 record over 26 
years. Overall, he has coached 6 North All-Stars, 15 All-State players, 
and 20 have gone on to play at the next level. 

Tony was twice named IHSBCA 2A Coach of the Year and received 
District Coach of the Year honors 7 times. He was head coach of the 
North All-Stars in ’06. He has also served on IHSBCA committees. 
 
He also coached football for several years at Northfield including four 
years as head coach. 

After an 11 – year teaching career at Northfield, he has served the past 17 
as athletic director at Northfield and Blackford. He and his wife Lisa 
have 5 children: Stephanie, Christian, Brandon, Brendan, and Elly. 

 

✩  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Abbott- Executive Director 
IHSBCA Phone: 260 – 356 – 3031  
Phone: 260 – 358 – 7310  
E-Mail: babbott@ctLnet.com   
 
Jeff McKeon – President 
South Putnam High School 
Phone:  317 – 445 – 9899  
E-Mail – jmckeon@plainfield.k12.in.us   
 
Ben McDaniel – 1st Vice President 
Columbus North High School 
Phone:  614 – 560 – 5073 
E-Mail:  columbusnorthbaseball@gmail.com  
 
Jeremy Richey – 2nd Vice President 
Seymour High School 
Phone:  812 – 521 - 8711 
E-Mail – richeyjr@scsc.k12.in.us  
 
Kevin Hannon – 3rd Vice President 
Knox High School 
Phone:  219 – 242 – 5855   
E-Mail – khannon@knox.k12.in.us  
 
Kevin Hannon – Past President 
Knox High School 
Phone:  219 – 242 – 5855   
E-Mail – khannon@knox.k12.in.us  
      
Phil McIntyre –Executive Assistant 
North Central High School 
Phone: 317-294-0378 
E-Mail: pmcintyre@msdwt.k12.in.us  
 
Shane Edwards –Administrative Liaison  
Oak Hill High School 
Phone: 765 – 661 – 0494  
E-Mail:  shaneed@ohusc.k12.in.us  
 
 
ASSOCIATION WEB SITE 
www.ihsbca.org  
 
 
HALL OF FAME WEB SITE 
www.indbaseballhalloffame.org 



 
 
 
Scott Upp has been the LaPorte Slicers skipper for 21.5 seasons.  He served 6.5 years as an assistant coach 
before taking the head coach role halfway through the 1998 season.  Scott has 472 wins and 197 losses (70.5%) 
during that time.  This includes 5 Duneland Athletic Conference titles, 8 sectional championships, 3 regional 
crowns, 2 Final Fours, and 1 state championship.   
 
He is a 6-time IHSBCA District Coach of the Year, the State Coach of the Year, and the District 4 National 
Coach of the Year.  He has been president of the IHSBCA and served on the IHSBCA Board of Directors; 
numerous IHSBCA committees; and is a member of the IHSBCA, ABCA, and BCA.  Scott coached the 1997 
North All-Star Team, has had numerous players play college baseball, including 4 players joining the 
professional ranks. 
 
Scott is a graduate of LaPorte HS and played for the legendary Ken Schreiber.  He played collegiately at 
Missouri State and received his Bachelor’s Degree from there also.  He has a Masters in Administration from 
Indiana University and is in his 28th year in education and currently serves as the Associate Principal and Head 
Baseball Coach at LaPorte HS. 
 
Coach Upp and his wife has three sons:  Kevin who played college baseball at Valparaiso; Kyle who played at 
Purdue University; and Travis who is currently playing baseball at Purdue – Fort Wayne. 
 
 
Clint Barmes is a 1997 graduate of Vincennes Lincoln HS and played collegiately for Olney Central JC and 
then one season for Hall of Fame Coach Bob Warn at Indiana State before being drafted by the Colorado 
Rockies in 2000.  While at ISU, Barmes was voted All-Region and All-Conference.  He hit .375 with 93 hits, 18 
doubles, 7 triples, and 10 home runs to go along with 63 runs scored, 37 RBI, and 20 stolen bases. 
 
His pro career began in 2000 with the Rockies where he played 3 seasons before reaching the major leagues.  
He played 8 seasons with the Rockies, one with the Houston Astros, 3 years with the Pirates, and one season 
(2015) with the Padres.  He was a career .245 hitter with 89 HR and 415 RBI, 932 hits, 434 runs scored, and 43 
stolen bases.  He appeared in the post season twice, 2009 and 2013, and hit .286 in the 2013 NLDS. 
 
Clint and his wife Summer have two children, Cole and Whitney. 
 
 
Brian Abbott spent 21 years as a high school coach at Eastbrook HS and Huntington North HS.  He amassed 
over 300 wins, 7 county championships, 4 conference titles, 3 sectional crowns, 1 regional title, and a final four 
appearance in 1999.   
 
Brian served as an IHSBCA district rep for many years and was named IHSBCA Executive Director in 2012, a 
role in which he currently serves.  During this time the IHSBCA has experienced significant growth in all 
aspects of the state clinic and in the membership; in addition to assisting financially with the expansion of the 
Hall of Fame. 
 
During the high school coaching years, Coach Abbott also served as a pitching coach at Huntington College / 
University from 1997 – 2007 and again from 2013 - present.  He was a part of teams that appeared in 5 straight 
NAIA regionals and recently (2017, 2019) the HU team has been in two national tournament regionals.  In 
between stints at HC / HU, Brian served as the pitching coach for Indiana Wesleyan University for 5 years 
where 2 of his pitchers signed professional contracts.  He has spent more than 20 years in the college game as 
an assistant coach.  Regardless of the school, Coach Abbott’s pitching staffs are very well respected and have 
appeared several times in the national level ERA rankings. 



 
Brian played 4 years of varsity baseball at Delphi HS and pitched collegiately at Huntington College where he 
obtained a BS in Mathematics Education.  He also has a Master’s Degree in Mathematics, a Masters in School 
Administration from Ball State, and is currently in his 37th year in education, teaching Math at Riverview MS in 
Huntington.  
 
He and his wife Trisha have two children:  son Tyler (wife Chelsie and son Quinn) and daughter Briley.   
 
 
George Cuppy was born in Logansport on July 3, 1869 and his name when he was born was George 
Koppe.  At some point he changed his name to George Cuppy.  He died on July 22, 1922 at the age of 53 and is 
buried in Elkhart.   
 
George started his career in Organized Baseball at the age of 20 with the Dayton (Ohio) Reds of the Tri-State 
League in 1890.  In 1891 Cuppy divided his time between two clubs in the New York-Pennsylvania League, 
Jamestown, New York, and Meadville, Pennsylvania. The right-handed pitcher won 21 games that season and 
found time to play 17 games in the outfield.   
 
George combined with Cy Young to give the Cleveland Spiders of the National League a strong one-two punch 
during the mid 1890’s.   Cuppy’s best season was his rookie year in 1892 when he went 28 - 13 with a 2.51 
ERA.   He also posted seasons of 24 -15 in 1894, 26 - 14 in 1895, and 25 - 14 in 1896, all in Cleveland.  His 10-
year major league record with four teams was 162 - 98.   
 
During the five-year span from 1892-1896, Cuppy and Young combined for 279 wins, the most of any two 
teammates in the majors over that span. In 1894, Cuppy led the National League in shutouts. A good-hitting 
pitcher, he scored five runs in an 18-6 win over the Chicago Colts on August 9, 1895. Cuppy pitched a complete 
game in that contest, one of the 224 times in his career that he finished what he started.  He threw what he 
called a “jump ball” which was a rising fastball.  
 
After leaving the majors, Cuppy returned to Indiana, where he pitched for and managed an Elkhart semipro club 
in 1902. For some time, he and his former catcher Lou Criger ran a billiard parlor, appropriately called The 
Battery.  Lou Criger is also in the Indiana Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 


